Sample Enthymemes for

Content Areas

Elementary:

Literature

Science

There is a growing incidence of certain diseases in Atlantic salmon populations because of fish farming. 

The Mars Rover had problems with its operating system because of Mars’ environment.

Social Studies

The Northeast United States has a high population because of immigration. 

The purchase of Alaska did not interest many politicians at the time because of its perceived resource value.  

Creative Writing

I love beaver meat because my Athabaskan ancestors have been eating it for thousands of years. 

Junior High:

English

Eliezer lost his faith in God and humanity because of the Nazis. (from the novel Night, by Elie Wiesel)

Science

Social Studies

People crossing Beringia may have had problems with the larger animals in America because of inadequate hunting methods.

Many English protestants and Catholics fled to America because of the instability caused by Henry VIII’s family.

Spanish conquistadores did not think North America was a very promising place because of their failure to find gold.

Puritan religious orthodoxy in colonial America encouraged religious conflict because many people did not wish to live by such pious and righteous standards.

High School:

English

Gene has a problem with his identity because of his codependent situation with Phineas. (from the novel A Separate Peace by John Knowles)

Paganism played a role in the Christian epic of Beowulf because at that time, Christianity was a budding faith not yet embraced by all Anglo-Saxons. (from Beowulf)

Some 18th century writers satirized the British ruling class because they thought they were too flamboyantly trivial and removed from the problems of the majority. (from Gulliver’s Travels, by Jonathan Swift, and The Rape of the Lock, by Alexander Pope)

Macbeth’s tragedy results from the temptations of an easily misinterpreted prophecy, because he was a decent person until the witches tempted his weaknesses.  (from Macbeth, by William Shakespeare)

Science

Drinking alcohol may cause muscle spasms because of loss of potassium.

Social Studies

Cluniacs had problems with reform because they succumbed to the same temptations as the Benedictines.  

Homeless kids in Central America have a problem with law enforcement officials because of corruption.

