Funneling

Objective: Students will understand what “funneling” is, how the technique works, and why it is a useful tool.

Materials:  A funnel, a list of “Essentials of Life Topics” (attached)

Process:

Show the funnel to the class.  Ask what it is and what its function is.  Students should eventually arrive at, “To take something big and make it smaller.”  Then write the word “Sports” on the board and draw a funnel around it like this;

  

Discuss the idea that “sports” is a big subject.  There are many different kinds of sports and even then there are many parts of sports.  For example, basketball is a sport, but there are lots of things to know about basketball.  There are skills, such as dribbling, passing, and shooting.  There are positions like defense, and point guard.  There are strategies such as full court press or man to man defense, etc.  And even these things can be discussed more specifically, such as chest passes, bounce passes, and overhead passes.  

At this point, add some things to the funnel so that the students can relate what you have just discussed to the idea of funneling;




You can then move into personal experience.  Simply ask if anyone has learned to do a proper bounce pass or if they have seen a spectacular bounce pass.  If they have you may get a response like, “My big brother showed me how to do a real one.”  Now you can add that to the bottom of the funnel.  If no student happens to have decent input here you can make up or offer some personal experience of your own.  

Reinforce that you started with a vague idea – sports – and ended up with a specific idea – the time my big brother showed me how to do a bounce pass.  

Practice a few more of these with the students on the board.  Use topics such as transportation, clothing, housing, or food.  Always try to bring the end of the funnel to connect with some personal experience.  

Give the students a handout with some “Essentials of Life” topics.  How many and what topics you include will depend on the age of the students.  With younger students you can draw the funnels for them on the handout, older students can draw their own.  Tell them to work on funneling several topics down as far as possible.  Walk around and observe as they do this.  Make sure each student has at least one good funnel.  Acknowledge all funnels that are done correctly.  There will almost always be some good ones that students do that you can put on the board to reinforce the process. “Thomas has done a good funnel about exercise,” and write it on the board.  

Invariably, there will be lots of lateral lists – instead of going from bigger to smaller, some will go from one topic to another.  For example, they many start with food, then pizza, then go to cheese pizza, pepperoni pizza, Hawaiian pizza, etc.  At that point they are not getting more specific, they are merely making lists.  It is important that as soon as you see a student doing this, or even at the beginning, you point it out and demonstrate how this is not helpful in making a topic more specific.  This will be the most common funneling mistake.  If some students are not doing this, continue guiding them through the funnel with questions until they do one successfully on their own.  For younger students, the funnels may be much simpler than for older ones.

When guiding students through a funnel, try to phrase your questioning in the same way each time, so that they can learn this questioning technique themselves.  For example, if you start with food, say “What kind of food?”  If they say pizza, say, “What kind of pizza?”  At that point if they say pepperoni, say, “Why pepperoni?” or “Where did you last eat a pepperoni.”  Always direct students to ask in terms of Who, What, Where, Why, When, or How. 

Assessment:

All students should be able to do at least one good funnel and recognize it as such. 

Essentials of Life Topics:

1. clothing

2. housing

3. food

4. exercise

5. education

6. family

7. friends

8. love

9. senses

10. communication

11. purpose/goals

12. measurement

13. machines

14. intelligence

15. agriculture

16. environment

17. science

18. energy

19. exercise

20. community

21. arts/music

22. faith/religion

23. trade/money

24. heat/fuel

25. rules/laws

26. freedom/rights

27. land/property

28. health/medicine

29. entertainment

30. literature/books

31. recreation/hobby

32. personality/identity

33. natural resources

34. tools/utensils

35. plants/vegetation

36. work/occupation

             SPORTS








Sports


Basketball


Skills


Passing


Bounce pass








