Implied Questions (IQ’s)

Objective: Students will understand how to ask implied questions, and how they are a tool to make general statements more specific.

 Materials:  Chalk/dry erase board, Implied Questions handouts (sample included here).

Process:  Write the following sentence on the board; “The dog ran away from the boy.”  Then say, I have some questions about that statement. It doesn’t give me much information.”  Write the following on the board,


Why did the dog run away?


How old was the boy?


Did the boy do something mean to the dog?


Did something else scare the dog?


Is the dog bad?


Was the dog on a leash?

Explain that if you had more information available like this, it would explain the statement a lot better and would make it more interesting.  

Then write more sentences on the board, such as;

Bruno finished his homework.

The team played well today.

The students completed a project. 

Begin orally demonstrating how to question these sentences (you don’t need to write them on the board. You are giving the students an idea of how to quickly question the material.).  Start rattling them off quickly, sentence by sentence; Who is Bruno? What was the homework for? Did he have a lot of it? How long did it take him to finish?  Was it hard for him? What kind of team? What are they called? Did they score a lot of points? Was their opponent tough? Etc, etc. 

By the time you get to the third sentence, most of the students will be chiming in with their own questions.  

Stop and explain that these kinds of questions are called “Implied Questions”.  Explain what “implied” means.  Point out that they are very important because they can help us get more information and make things more specific and more interesting.  Also point out that you can call them IQ’s for short (remember, you are establishing lingo here).  

Give the students the hand out of Implied Questions.  You can make your own hand out of more difficult or easier sentences depending on the grade level of the students.  Depending on the ages of the students, have them write anywhere from 2 to 5 implied questions for a number of sentences determined by you.  Remind them that the point of the questions is to get more information.  

Assessment:

Each student should be able to come up with at least two implied questions for the sentences given.  If they can, you know they have a basic understanding of this technique.  If they can only come up with one, need constant guidance, or do something irrelevant like writing about the sentence or making up information, they do not have this concept and will need further explanation and practice.  

Implied Questions

Ask as many implied questions as you can about these statements (the first 4 are done for you).

1. We arrived at the theater after the movie had begun.  (Who is “we”?, What theater?, What movie?, Why were you late?)

2. My problem is how can I finish this lengthy book in one week?  (What book?, How lengthy?, Why do you have to finish it in a week?, Why will this be a problem?)

3. The stylish woman who spoke at the banquet is the founder of the local department store.  (What is her name?, What makes her so stylish?, What department store?, When did she found it?)

4. There will be a quiz after we watch the film on the battles of the Civil War. (How long will the quiz be?, How long will the film be?)

5. Sarah was so worried about whether she had made the basketball team.

6. The realtor who sold us this house designed it himself.

7. We were fortunate to arrive home before the snow storm hit.

8. Shall I wait for you at your locker while you go to the office?

9. No one could understand what the directions were explaining.

10. The classical music that Mrs. Griffin likes the best is by Beethoven.

11. Bruno finished his homework.

12. This recipe requires sugar and oil.

13. The tennis coach plays the mandolin.

14. Did Inez call anyone?

15. My best friend and her cousin made me cookies.

16. I used my lap top computer yesterday.

17. The team played very well today.

18. The cheetah is an endangered species.

19. Mrs. Lopez washed and waxed her truck.

20. The students completed a community project.

21. We stayed at the mall until evening.

22. Somebody sent this book to my mother by mistake.

23. The captain of the team spoke to us during practice.

24. All students making the honor roll will receive special awards.

25. After the hurricane ceased, workers began a massive clean up operation.

26. The class officers needed whatever help was available.

27. The press secretary spoke initially, and then the president held a news conference.

28. The nurse prepped the patient, and the doctor performed the surgery.

29. The victims wondered how this could happen to them.

30. The author wrote short stories when she began her career.

31. After the bell rings, the principal makes announcements.

32. The ski club decided where the contest would be held.

33. The custodian knew where the missing keys were.

34. Jay is spending a week in New York so he will have time to attend a concert.

35. You will complete the art project whenever you have the time.

36. One of the players on whom we rely was injured at the last game.

37. The treasurer warned that funds are low.

38. The tomb that held the mummy was ornately decorated.

39. The team that won the tournament was the Tigers.

40. Prizes will be awarded to whoever arrives first.

41. The novelist wrote movie scripts until she left Hollywood.

42. The class officers said that we could march in the parade.

43. The soccer field was rocky and hard.

44. The general, a veteran of two wars, accepted the medal and addressed the crowd.

45. The prosecutor spoke convincingly to the jury.

46. Several rose bushes are still blooming in the garden.

47. The department store sold its holiday decorations at half price.

48. A large truckload of dairy products has spilled onto the road.

49. I will give you my secret recipe for very moist brownies.

50. Many Chinese dynasties caused great changes.

51. The Incas ruled one of the largest and richest empires in the world.

52. The ambulance has already radioed the emergency room with vital information.

53. During their sailing adventure last week, the crew survived a sudden storm.

54. The artist created miniature figurines, and his friend sold them in his shop.

55. At the hospital, the staff disposed of certain materials in a special manner to meet federal requirements. 

