GRADES 9-12

This represents the intermediate to advanced level of the Guthridge method.  Students have now had much experience with the structures and organization of the method, as well as evaluating the enthymeme, funneling, and implied questioning.  Throughout their junior high years, they have had much practice in improving enthymemes, and working independently from the organic outline.  Although, much of the method should now be internalized, each year should begin with a review of the basic concepts.  Students will be improving and refining their style during these years, and moving toward creating good enthymemes, independently of their teacher.

During the high school years, the amount of fiction writing (creative writing) and writing about personal experiences that the students do will decrease significantly.  The bulk of their writing will be writing in relation to their content courses such as science, social studies, and literature. This is also the time when the purposes for their writing become much more focused for things like the HSGQE, and college or trade school applications.

WHERE TO BEGIN

If students have been attending school in the Alaska Gateway School District, you can assume some familiarity with the structure and organization used in this method.  If the students are new to the district, it is imperative that they get on board with the process immediately.  If you have a new student in your room, work with them right away to familiarize them with the basic structure of the enthymeme and the organic outline.  Students at this age level will likely be able to do fine with a crash course in the basics.  Their understanding of how the enthymeme makes effective communication will come later, after practicing the method.  Be patient with these students through at least the first couple of papers, and work with them individually whenever possible so they can catch up with their class mates.  

Grammar

It is still imperative that students can understand, identify, and use nouns, pronouns, verbs, and describing words (adjectives and adverbs) correctly. Use a grammar program that you like to stress and review these concepts. 

Using the Summary Statement to write

Begin each year spending time practicing, and reviewing the structure of the enthymeme.  In the 9th through 12th grades, you should also use the enthymeme to begin writing papers right away, but continue to practice and review the enthymeme and its structure often, not just when applying it to a writing assignment. Students should be very familiar with the statement, and what its purpose is. 

Writing a Process or Product Paper

Step One: The material

A Product Paper is one in which something is described.  For the purpose of talking about this type of paper, we will use the literature/history subject of satirical literature in Britain during the18th century (this would be for juniors or seniors in high school).  You know that during this unit, you will be covering some British political history during this time.  In connection, you have also planned to read some pieces of literature of the time such as Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift, and The Rape of the Lock by Alexander Pope.  You want your students to make the connection between the satire and the politics of the time, and understand that literature, even fiction has the power to influence the way people think about things.  In order to do this, you will use the enthymeme, “Some18th century writers satirized the British ruling class because they thought they were too flamboyantly trivial and removed from the problems of the majority.” Understand that at this grade level, the enthymemes your students eventually develop may be slightly different from the one you used in your planning, but theirs should encompass most of the basic ideas you planned for.  Teach your units as you like, keeping in mind that you are keeping your material and studies focused to guide them toward the enthymeme.  

Step Two - Six: Brainstorm, Grade Ideas, Prioritize Ideas, Identify Relationships, Wrtie the Enthymeme.

At the high school level, many or all of these steps, which previously have been done separately, will often blend together, or be implied or assumed. This is because so much of the process has been internalized at this point that even as you are studying your unit, students are making connections – they know they will be required to organize and make some sense of the material you are giving them in the form of the enthymeme.  Even as early as ninth grade, most will easily be able to get to some lists to get ideas from before you ever have to guide questioning.

When you are looking for your students to make specific connections, it will be an easy matter to guide the questioning.  It should be obvious from the studies you have done that you are making a link between literature and politics of the time.  In fact you will probably have said this many times during the unit.  Using the literature as a guide, have students list off what you have read, and review what the authors’ positions were.  Then have them make a list of some of the political events or situations of the time you have studied.  They can make lists about the social/political problems of the time.  The point of the satire was to point out how ludicrous the social systems were, so ask them what some of the specific problems were – what exactly was so ridiculous?  Given these three types of lists, you should be able to set a group of experienced seniors to work on their own or in student groups to come up with an enthymeme that encompasses a statement about these studies.  These students will have had enough experience to know what to do, and chances are high they will come up with an approximation of what you were looking for.  In younger grades, such as 9th and 10th, you can have them at least try to come up with a “what” statement or a “why” statement on their own.  

Step seven: Assess the enthymeme

As with the above steps, even by the 9th grade, most students will have internalized the ideas having to do with evaluating the enthymeme.  They should still be reviewed, but as they are brainstorming ideas, they will probably be self-evaluating ideas as they go along, discarding some connections as being incorrect, too vague, or redundant.  The obvious mistakes made in earlier grades will have lessened considerably.  In at least 9th and 10th grades, however, this evaluation step should still be taken as a class after an enthymeme is developed.  If there is a mistake, you can always direct some funneling or implied questioning.  

Step eight: The organic outline

Once you have arrived at and assessed your enthymeme, clear your board and write your enthymeme at the top.  Students should orally be able to set up this outline and guide you to filling it in.  With 9th, and 10th grade students, you can begin the year by going through the outline with them.  Gradually move away from this “hand holding”, and begin limiting your discussions about it to a general idea about what will be discussed for each element.  Remember, by now they are familiar with this process.  They have studied the material and are old enough and experienced enough to know how this process works and where their information is coming from. You should require younger students to go through the process of filling in their own outline on paper, just to keep their thoughts organized.  This is also helpful when they will be needing several periods to write the paper – it helps them remember where they were and what they intended to say.  

Step nine: Organize the elements.  

Organization should be stressed as a separate step, because its importance needs to be stressed continually.  Students should be reminded that the paper must be organized for impact and audience.  They need to reconsider the message they are trying to convey, and decide what organizational structure will help them deliver that message most effectively.  

Step ten: Organize the paragraphs

When finishing their organic outlines, help younger students make the determination of whether to use big to small, first to last, or spatial.  Many older students will be able to do this on their own.  Often in literature analysis and in papers such as the example described here where you may be linking ideas across content areas, using the method of introducing, defining, and proving to organize paragraph information works well and also helps them focus on what kind of information they really need to look for (since they may be filling in their own organic outline).    

Since many students will be writing some or all of their organic outlines during these years, they will be using a more natural method of writing in which they are often doing much of the composing as they write.  By this point, they have had so much practice with organization and ideas that they should be able to do this with much ease.  In fact, it should feel completely natural to them at this stage.  In the traditional instruction of writing, students were expected to write in this way even at very young ages.  Using the Guthridge method, students have the luxury of spending time on the parts of writing separately and learn them well.  By the time they are in high school, they have internalized the method to the degree that they are able to write “naturally” with the confidence that they are doing it well.  They know their writing is focused and directed at a specific audience.
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